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Abridgment of the VI. 

1 — down to — 7d Il. 
and gave you a Hint, — this altog 
in y in the pro d the firſt 
9 the Reformation in 

next was the Jug of the 
Kings ObjeRtion acai bh Wiſe was loi 

ng s ion againſt his Wie was 

at the Door of one Vice, ſo this is laid to 
bis Charge 4s another ; it one was charg d 
on bis Lewdneſs, the other was charg d on 
bis' Augice=——— — od 1 am not at all con- 
cera'd to clear his Memory of either, fiace 
Il yet ſec no Room to ſay much of his R 
to either Juftice or Religion in any of 
Proceedings, and he was in bis Intervals a 
moft bitter and bloody Perſecytor of che 
Proteſtants, in both the JunAures of theſe 
Tranſact ions. 
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Work, Viz. How firangely Providence has 
all along brought to paſs the great Events 
of the Reformation of theſe Kingdoms, by 


and out of the concurrent Circumftances of 


the Paſſions and Follies of Men, nay, aud 
even their baſeſt Vices alſo. 

For even King Henry was yet not in the 
leaft inclin'd to fayour the Proteſtant Reli- 
gion or Reformation ; but be it his Luft, 
his Avarice, his Ambition, or whatever elſe 
the Objectors pleaſe, ſtill the Foundation 
of the Reformation was laid here, and juſt 
as in the Caſe of our National Union, every 
contradicting Circumſtance ſt ill help'd to 
briag it to paſs. | 

Nor is it any Reproach at all to the Pro- 
teſtant Religion; that, 4 the Papiſts ſo, 
its firſt Step is deduc'd from King Aenry's 
Cod-peice, meaning that the Luſt of that 
Pretence ſet. the Wheels at Work, and 
prompted him to cavil at the Lawfulneſs 
of his Marriage, and pretend Conſcience, 
whereas he only reſolv'd to have new Bed- 
fellows, and would have his Whoredoms 
varniſh d over with che Luſtre oi. Law. 

This only leads me to the coaftant Uſe, 1 
ſhall make of all theſe things, and to niatch 

| Circumſtances; for even juſt thus in 
the Union, the Pretenders againſt cry aut 


of Conſcience and Nitional Perjury, and a 
hundred Briberies and Selſ-Deſigus 
But wy Buſineſs is to eye the Deiigns Hea- 
ven has had in all theſe things, to figiſn his 


oun mighty Decrees, and bring forward 
the Determiaations of inſcrutable Provi- 
dence. 

Was the Luſts and Avarice of King Henry 
the firſt moving Cauſes of the Reformation, 
or have the Self- latereſts and private De- 
figns of Men and Parties ſet forward this 
great Affair, the Union; this is certain, the 
mighty determin'd Iſſue has been brought to 

by them, and all the reſt is but à ge- 
neral Subſerviency of Cauſes, as GOD in 
his Wiſdom always direts; that the very 
worſt and wickedeft of Men's Deſigns ſhail 
concurr to bring, to paſs the beſt and greateRt 
of his glorious Wotks. 

And if this were a ſufficient O'j-&ion,ci- 
ther againſt one or t other, then the Blicdnels 
and Fury of the Jews in the Crucifixion of 
our Saviour, and all the concurring Cir- 


cumftances of that wonderful TranſafQtion 
would be Difficulty to cur believing the 
whole to be the Work of Heaven ; whereas 
the Apoſtle is expreſs to this very Point, in 
the 2. As 23. ſpeaking to the Fews of their 
Part in the Crucifixion ef our Lord, ſays, 
Him being deliver'd by the determinate Coun 
ſel and Fore-tnowledge of GOD, ye bave taken 
and by wic led Hands bave crucify'd and ſlain. 

The Wickedneſs therefore of all the In- 
ftruments concera'd in any of theſe great 
Warks, leſſens nothing of the Value of the 
Work, whether we are ſpeaking of the Re- 
formation or the Union; and yet I ſhall in 
the Proceſs of theſe Sheets come to ſhow, 
that perhaps never better Inftruments have 
been employ'd in any Work of this Nature 
in the World, or more adapted to the pet - 
feQing of them ; when I come to compare a 
littie the Reigns of the Princes in each Con- 
juncture, ſuch as Henry VIII. Edward VI. 
Q_Mary and Q. Elizbetb, with the Reign of 
King Charles ! I. King James, King Wiliem, 
and Queen ANNE, in which Comparifon, 
if .1 miſtake nog, we ſhall fing ſpmething 
very diverting, and very mu inftruftiog 
(09; . 

But to go back to the Hiſtorical Part of 
my Work, the Supremacy of the Pope be- 
ing reduc'd, the Abbe ys and Monafteries 
were ſtript of their Strength, and lay all 
at the King's Mercy, who being reſolv'd to 
ſuppreſs them, and ſciz2 upon their Re- 
venues, bed them dealt with ſundry Wage. 

Some he brought by Treaty to 2 
imo his Hands, their Guilt taking aiſo atl 
Courage from them to contend with the 
King: The Viſitors gave in a terrible Re- 
port of the Wicke dae, they bad diſcover'd 
among them, of which the Reverend Biſhop 
of Salisbury, in his fick Volume of the Hi- 
ſtory of the Reformation, gives this (tort 
Account, 

In their Letters 10 Cromw-l it apperre, 
that in moſt Houſes they found monſtrous Diſ- 
orders, they found great Factions in the . 
an{ bar barous Cruelties exercis'd ty one Fadliou 
againſt another, as richer of them prevail d; 
in ſome they found 1b? Tools and Inſtrumenti 
for C:yning ani Multiplying But for 
the lewdneſs of Com ſeſſoti, of Nunneries, 
tbe Difſluteneſs of Abbots, Monks and 

Fryers, 


Let the King's Deſigns have been what 
they will, Heavea had not determin'd only 
the Cataftrophy of Monattical Abomination, 
dut their ownhorrid Wiekedneſſes were ar- 
tiv d to ſuch a Heigth, that the Divine Ju- 
ſtice was eminently conſpicuous in their 
Downfal, and the Clamoars at the King's 


private in appropriating their Re- 
venues, were heard with the leſs Regret by 
the People, 


as Iam — ig this Hiffory no far- 

as it beg theſe things down 
State of Religion in this Na- 
tions and the Differences among us, whoſe 
Rife, Beginning, aud Progreſs will beſt be 
made clear;by thus running thro” the various 
Steps of the Reformation 3 ſv my Obſerva- 
tions on theſe things will perhaps be dif- 
ferent, from what is expected by the Rea- 
der ; asd if he is ſometimes a lictle furpriz'd 
with novel Remarks, which perhaps he may 
think remote, I cannot help it, IU anſwer 
for the Juftneſs of the Odſcreation, and ex- 
plain my ſelf asT goon; and the next Paper 
— may be the firft Step 1 ſhall take of 
this Kind. 


— 
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MiISscEkLLAN EA. 


{ 


Left off at the Deſect of the late Act for 

two Thirds, Ce. or the Major Jhcludin 
the Minor ; before I come tothe Abuſes v 
this Act, I deſite to notice the Reaſons for 
making it, which if they are good, as u ith- 
out doubt they are, then when the Abuſes 
were found out, the Act ought to have been 
amended, not deſtroy d: For without doubt 
it was the beſt AR for Trade, the beſt qua- 
lified to relieve the Creditor, and fave the 
Eftate of the Debtor, and built v the 
moſt rational Foundation of any Att, that 
ever yet was offer d ia this Nation; the 
Caſe is thus, 

upon the firſt Failure of a Tradeſman, it 
is without doubt the Seaſon, before he is cun 
to Extremetics, and taught the Shifts and 
Tricks of a diftreſs'd State, to hear what 
Offers he can make, and in my general 
Obſervation I have always found, the firſt 
Offer has been the beſt he could ever make, 
nor is it unreaſonable that it ſhould be ſo; for 
certainly, keeping the Man in Diftreſs and 
Dilemma's does not encreaſe, but leſſen his 
Capacity that Way. In this Caſe it has 
been very frequent in England, that when a 
Man has fail'd, and offer d to bis Creditors, 
what they have generally bellev'd it their 


"Fleet, and of all the Receptacles 


Intereſt to cloſe with, and been conviac'd 
has been the moſt the Min has been able 
to offer ; one reſtactory Creditor obſtinate- - 
ly ftanding out, and deaf to all Intreaties, 
either of the diſtreſs d Family, or the ref} of 
the Creditors, ſhall ruin all this fair Propo- 
ſal, entirely deftroy the miſerable Debtor. 
and bis Family, and by forcing him to bide, 
ſculk about, and live in Miſery on the E- 
Rate, waſte all he would bare given them, 
and be at laſt able to offer nothing at all. 

To remedy this, it was propos d ts make 
a Law; that it two tbirds, both in Number 
and Value of the Creditors of any Perſon, 
ſhoold ſigu aud ſeal anTaftrament of Com- 
poſition, all the reft ſhould be bound by it, 
a moſt juſt and prudent thing, even for the 
Intereft of the Creditors, who, oftentimes by 
the Obftinacy of a few, were de- 
feated in the Share, they might have ſaved 
from their Debtors. 

Bat no ſooner was this paſs'd into a Law, 
but the Fate of all ſuch Laws befel it; fos- 
all the Rabble of tine, Fryers, Xings-Beweb, 

of Bank- 
rupts in the Nations, fall to work with it, 
and getriog Lifts of innumerable Creditors - 
found in Nubibut, and dividing W 
various 


